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Donald A. Pape
Of Counsel

Donald A. Pape is a banking and financial services attorney who represents a number 
of public and private financial institutions. With nearly 45 years of experience serving 
banking industry clients, he is well known for his representation in a wide array of 
regulatory matters affecting financial institutions.

Contact

dapape@phillipsmurrah.com

Oklahoma City
405.235.4100 Main 
405.235.4133 Fax

Practice Areas

•	 Financial Institutions

Education

•	 University of Oklahoma (B.A., 1967; J.D., 1973)

Admissions

•	 1974, Oklahoma
•	 1974, U.S. District Court, Western District of 

Oklahoma
•	 2004, U.S. Supreme Court

Biography

Donald A. Pape is a member of the Firm’s Financial Institutions Practice Group. He 
represents both privately held and public financial institutions in a wide range of 
banking and regulatory matters.

Don also formerly served as chair of the board of Republic Bank & Trust in Norman 
for nearly 30 years. He was formerly lead independent director for the board of the 
Office of Mortgage Settlement Oversight, Raleigh, North Carolina, former member and 
Chair of the Bankers Advisory Board of the U.S. Conference of State Bank Supervisors, 
Washington, D.C. and formerly as a member of the Oklahoma Tobacco Settlement 
Endowment Trust Board of Investors.

Additionally, Don has served as a member of the Article 8, Legislative Review 
Subcommittee of the Oklahoma Bar Association and the Oklahoma Banking 
Commissioner’s Banking Code Review Committee.

Born in Birmingham, Alabama, and raised in a military family, he graduated from high 
school in Oklahoma City before attending the University of Oklahoma. After his own 
military service in the United States Air Force, Pape was discharged with the rank of 
Captain and returned to Norman, Oklahoma.

Professional Organizations

•	 Oklahoma Bar Association
•	 Oklahoma County Bar Association
•	 American Bar Association
•	 Cleveland County Bar Association

Experience

•	 Represented a publicly traded bank holding company in the formation of an 
Oklahoma trust company for the spinoff of a subsidiary bank’s trust department with 
$3.4 billion in assets

•	 Represents banks and bank holding companies before the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency and the Federal Reserve

•	 Formed a new state bank for the successful acquisition of an $18 million failed 
national bank from the FDIC
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•	 Represented several Oklahoma state banks in various bank and branch acquisitions 
from private and public entities, including the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation

•	 Formed a new FINRA registered investment banking firm and represented the firm 
in the successful acquisition of the Oklahoma and Texas assets and operations from a 
national securities brokerage firm

•	 Representation of insured financial institutions in all regulatory matters before the 
Oklahoma State Banking Department, the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, the Federal Reserve and the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau

•	 Mergers and acquisitions of insured financial institutions
•	 Representation of securities broker dealers and securities brokers before the Financial 

Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) and the Oklahoma Department of Securities

Recognition

•	 Martindale-Hubbell AV® Preeminent™
•	 Best Lawyers®: Lawyer of the Year in OKC: Banking and Finance Law (2016, 2023)
•	 Best Lawyers®: Commercial Finance Law (2025)
•	 Best Lawyers®: Financial Services Regulation Law (2020-present)
•	 Best Lawyers®: Banking and Finance Law (2011-present)
•	 405 Magazine Top Attorney in Banking and Financial (2020-2021)


