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Melissa R. Gardner
 
DIRECTOR
 
Melissa Gardner is a Director who practices in the Energy & Natural Resources Practice
Group. She represents both privately-owned and public companies in a wide variety of
oil and gas matters, including oil and gas title examination, bankruptcy, probate, quiet
title and liens.

CONTACT

mrgardner@phillipsmurrah.com

Oklahoma City
405.235.4100 Main
405.606.4782 Direct
405.235.4133 Fax

Dallas
214.434.1919 Main
214.434.1370 Fax

PRACTICE AREAS

Bankruptcy and Restructuring
Real Estate Transactions
Oil and Natural Gas Title Examination
Oil and Natural Gas Transactions
Private Wealth, Estate Planning and
Business Succession

EDUCATION

Oklahoma State University (B.S.,
2003, magna cum laude)
Georgetown University Law Center
(J.D., 2007)

ADMISSIONS

2007, Oklahoma
2014, Texas
2020, North Dakota

BIOGRAPHY

Melissa R. Gardner is a Director and an attorney in the Energy & Natural
Resources Practice Group. She represents energy companies and mineral owners
in a variety of matters in Oklahoma, Texas and North Dakota, including oil and
gas title examination, bankruptcy, probate, quiet title, surface damages issues,
and lien preparation and enforcement. The changing environment in the energy
industry has caused Melissa’s practice to increasingly focus on helping her
clients navigate new financial realities, expanding her experience in the areas of
estate planning, business succession, and bankruptcy and restructuring.

Melissa has prepared a large number of drilling and division order title opinions;
worked on acquisition due diligence projects; and drafted multiple curative
instruments for her clients. Melissa has recently walked with her clients through
lien filings and foreclosure both when they are attempting to recover and when
they find themselves in financial crisis. Additionally, Melissa has served as local
counsel to companies working through out of state bankruptcy restructuring and
liquidation, as well as ensuring that her clients’ interests are protected when
they serve as creditors to other parties who find themselves in financial
hardship. This bankruptcy experience has included 363 Bankruptcy sales.

Her practice also includes assisting families and individuals in the area of trusts,
estates, and family wealth planning. Melissa strategizes with clients and works
with them to prepare private estate planning documents and navigate trusts, in
addition to drafting all types of wills, advance directives, and powers of attorney.

Prior to joining the firm, Melissa served as an in-house attorney at Chesapeake
Energy for over six years.

Melissa serves on the board of Oklahoma City Real Property Lawyers Association;
she serves on the board of directors for Heartline; and she serves on the board
of International Teams, an international relief ministry based in Illinois.

Melissa is from Empire, Oklahoma. She’s a huge sports fan and has helped start
a Phillips Murrah corporate rowing team (Law and Oarder).

EXPERIENCE

Drilling title opinions
Division order title opinions
Land document reviews for mergers and acquisitions
Drafting various oil and gas instruments including deeds and assignments
Aiding in probate procedures



PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Oklahoma City Real Property Lawyers Association
Oklahoma Bar Association (Energy and Natural Resources Law Section)
Mineral Lawyers Society

RECOGNITION

2020 Achievers Under 40 honoree (The Journal Record)
Oklahoma Regatta Festival medalist - 2015 Gold; 2016 Bronze; 2017 Bronze;
2018 Gold; 2019 Silver
405 Magazine Top Attorney in Energy - Oil and Gas (2021)

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Board of Directors - HeartLine (2018-Present)
Board of Directors - One Collective, an international relief ministry, HQ in Illinois
(2013-Present)
Board of Directors (Current President) - Oklahoma City Real Property Lawyers
Association (2013-Present)

PUBLICATIONS

Forced Mineral Pooling has upsides, downsides for Oklahoma landowners
Law & Oarder Rowing Team win at Regatta Festival
Phillips Murrah rowing team competes in Summer 2016 season
What effect does bankruptcy have on oil and gas leases?
Phillips Murrah names four new Directors and Shareholders
Phillips Murrah rowing team, Law & Oarder, completes 2015 season
Phillips Murrah “Law & Oarder” rowing teams gear up for race day
Firm adopts family for Oklahoma Family Network

https://phillipsmurrah.com/2017/08/forced-mineral-pooling-oklahoma-landowners/
https://phillipsmurrah.com/2016/10/phillips-murrah-finishes-2016-season-win/
https://phillipsmurrah.com/2016/06/phillips-murrah-rowing-team-competes-summer-2016-season/
https://phillipsmurrah.com/2016/03/effect-bankruptcy-oil-gas-leases/
https://phillipsmurrah.com/2016/01/phillips-murrah-names-four-new-directors-and-shareholders/
https://phillipsmurrah.com/2015/10/phillips-murrah-rowing-team-law-oarder-completes-2015-season/
https://phillipsmurrah.com/2015/06/phillips-murrah-rowing-law-oarder-gear-race-day/
https://phillipsmurrah.com/2014/12/firm-adopts-family-oklahoma-family-network/

